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Roger E. Hunsley was raised on a general livestock ranch near Pierre, South Dakota.  He received his B.S. degree from South Dakota State and his M.S. degree from North Dakota State.  Hunsley was employed as a field representative with the American Hereford Association in 1961-62.   He completed his Ph.D. In Ruminant Nutrition at Iowa State University while serving as an instructor on the Animal Science staff from 1964-67.  He joined the Purdue University Teaching Staff as an Assistant Professor in 1967 and was in charge of the purebred beef cattle unit and coach of the Purdue livestock judging teams.  He was promoted to full professor in 1974.  His judging teams were 1st or 2nd in 67 contests from 1968-1982 winning the national contest three times.  
Dr. Hunsley co-authored a textbook titled “Livestock Judging, Selection and Evaluation” with the first edition published in 1970 and the 5th edition in 2001.  He received several teaching awards including the Agriculture Professor of the Year Award in 1967 at Iowa State University and American Society of Animal Science Outstanding Teaching Award for the Midwest region in 1972. 
Dr. Hunsley was hired as the Executive Secretary of the American Shorthorn Association in 1983 and during his 20 year tenure, the association enjoyed dramatic growth.  Dr. Hunsley served as President of the U.S. Beef Breeds Council for 2 terms, President of the National Pedigreed Livestock Council for 3 terms and was a 2 term Board of Director for the Beef Improvement Federation.  He has been called on to judge and conduct stockmen schools in England, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Brazil, Mexico, South Africa and Zimbabwe.  In his retirement Dr. Hunsley continues to promote modern beef cattle evaluation practices.

